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Nine Millions; One Hundred Millions;
Two Hundred and Fifty Millions,
The taxpayers of this State are paying

interest on nine millions of dollars, which
was spent for them a few years since
on the improvement of the Erie Canal
under the able administration of Mr. G.
W. ALpripGE. The canal was not im~
proved; there is no vestige of an asset
to show for the money; it was simply
stolen. Every year the taxpayers pay
the interest on that nine millions, just as
if they had had some advantage from its
expenditure. For how many years to
come will the taxpayers, and the dé-
scendants and the successors of the tax-
payers, continue to pay the interest on
that nine millions of squandered and
stolen money? Can any one teli?

The people of the State of New York
do not enjoy being robbed, but it is true
that no real public resentment was mani-
fested over the loss of that nine millions
of dollars. The impunity with which it
had been attended naturally led to an-
other raid on the taxpayers, this time
for no less a sum than one hundred mill-
ifons of dollars!

The proposition to spend $100,000,000
in deepening the Erie Canal from Lake
Erie to the Hudson was submitted to the
people. It was turned down in the State,
but was carried by the overwhelming vote
recorded in this city, a ‘vote which Tae
SUN believes was never cast, but was
purely fictitious and fraudulent.

The most specious and plausible argu-
ment in favor of the project was that the
increase in the canal's capacity would
serve as a check upon the rapacity of the
railroads; it would insure low rates on
merchandise from the Lakes to the sea.

It was not then foreseen that the Fed-
eral Government was presently to as-
sume jurisdiction over railroad rates.

The most specious and plausible argu-
ment against the opposition to the proj-
eqt was that of an intelligent and truth
loving press, which declared that the
only resistance to the canal came from
the railroads, and was therefore corrupt
and vile in its nature.

No railroad opposed it. One president
said the construction would bring ten
millions worth of traffic to his road.
There was no organized opposition.
There was only that opposition which
was instinctive with every honest and
sensible man in the State.

Well, we have begun the work; we
have entered upon “publioc contracts,”
the infallible and unvarying anssthetic
for public robbery, and we have begun
to dip steadily for million after million
of the taxpayers’ money. Already the
interest is being demanded and paid
upon the first of the interminable series
of millions of which the people of this
city and State are to be defrauded, mill-
ions which are now to follow hard upon
the heels of that lost nine, and like it to
be inexorably lost.

1f the people have ordered this canal,
which we deny; and if they are now de-
termined to have it, inasmuch as they
have gone through the form of begin-
ning it, perhaps they will not be adverse
to glancing at the prospect. They may
reflect that, having ordered it, it would
appear to be competent for them to
countermand it. He that would play
the fool, in mercy let it be with his eyes
opened to his folly} X

Economists are agreed that grain or
merchandise in bulk will presently go by
two water routes from Lake Michigan to
the ocean; one route, the Calumet Canal
to the Mississippi and Gulf; the other
and the sooner to be created, the new
watérway to the St. Lawrence. Either
of these would suffice; but as the latter
will be in operation long before our canal
can be finished, it is interesting to learn
that the day upon which it begins busi-
nesa will see the last bushel of grainin
transit from Buffalo to New York. We
suppose it is cynical and offensive to
inquire: What are we building this canal
of ours for?

Impossible as the hypothesis is, let us
suppose that we shall see our canal open
for business. Will any one be good
enough to compute the interest on the
cost of » cargo of wheat (assuming that
twenty years hence the United States
will be an exporter of grain in any form)
in transit between Puffalo and New York
and compare the amount with the prob-
able total railroad charge which may
be assumed to prevail at the same time?
The general! consensus of scientific de-
duction is that long before we should
have finished our canal all traffo in the
commodities which a canal might be
assumed to affect will have ceased. We
ourselves do not think there is any doubt
of it. All the same, the canal must be
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that can be determined with certainty in
respect of it is the necessity of spending
$100,000,000 of the taxpayers’ money.
And bear in mind, too, that there is no
engineer of approved character and
sminence in this country who will give
his professional opinion that our canal
can be built, not for $100.060,000, but for
$260,000,000!

We have the temerity to divine that
these matters are even mow occupying
the mind of our new Governor and add-

ing to his perplexities. That the canal

was created as an asset for the Republi-
can machine; that he inherited it and all of
ita grievous obligations as such—these
things, we believe, will count for abso-
lutely nothing with Governor HUGHES.
Japan's Interest in Peace,

The injudicious talk in some quarters
about the imminence or inevitability of
war with Japan proceeds from a notion
that Japan, inflamed with her transcen-
dent victory over Ruasia, is seeking a
cause of quarrel with the United States
with the design of seizirg the Philippines
and establishing herself in unassailable
vantage as a8 Pacific Power. The alarm-
ist view is that the pretext is ready to
her hand in the segregation of Japanese
children by the San Francisco board of
education. :

But apparently Japan does not want
to make the incident a pretext for ag-
gression. Viscount HAvasHI, the Japa-
nese Foreign Minister, the same diplomat
who as Ambassador to Great Britain
kept his head so admirably before and
during the war with Russia, proposes
“diplomatio adjustment” of the vexed
school question if the worst comes—that
is to say, if the decision in the school case
should uphold the contention of Califor-
pia that the exclusion of the Japanese
children is within her authority as a State
of the Federal Unmion, in which event,
says Visoount Havasui, “the anti-Japa-
nese movement in California will be con-
sidered to represent the opinion of the
whole United States.” There is nothing
sinister and ominous - in this view; it
simply means that Ja,an will not be
able to differentiate between California
and the United States, which is not at
all astonishing, the Japanese system of
government being what it is. The situ-
ation, says Viscount HAYAsSHI, *“would
require diplomatic adjustment,” in other
words, & new treaty.

War over an implied reflection upon
Japan's hard won equality with the
Western nations does not apparently
enter into the speculations of Viscount
Havasui; and when we remember the
self-restraint and sagacity with which
Japan prolonged her negotiations with
China and Russia before appealing to
the arbitrament of war it is surely a
libel on common sense to suspect Japan
of a ferocious impulse to spring at the
throat of her ancient friend the United
States in the present dilemma, mis-
named a crisis.

There is probably no country in the
world more desirous of peace than Japan.
She is bending all her energies to recover
from the economic effects of the conflict
with Russia and is making immense
strides toward a still greater triumph
—the triumph of industrial independence.
Trade returns show almost incredible
progress. She wants to put money in
her purse, and if any fear haunts her it
is that her industrial development may
be interrupted by the necessity of taking
up arms again. It is true that Japan is
enlisted for a war; but it is a commercial
war, a war of tariffs and bills of lading.
Diplomatic adjustment of the S8an Fran-
cisco school trouble, if it should become
necessary, ought to be a simple problem
for men of such intellectual grasp and
worldly experience as Secretary Roor
and Viscount HAYASHI.

It may be surmised that the veiled
threats of a resumption of hostilities by
Russia at no distarit day are giving Japan
a great deal more concern than the loose
talk of some retired naval officers and
some Coast politicians who want to kee
on the active lst, ,

The Centralization of Masterpleces.
Paris is at present discussing a ques-
tion connected with art which has some
interest forus. In particular it deserves
the attention of that select class of the
community which contemplates giving
masterpieces to public collections.

In the two or three hundred provincial
museums of France a good many very
fine pictures are scattered about. Some
one has boldly suggested taking the pick
of these away from their present owners
and collecting them in the central fold
of the Louvre. The provincial cities are
naturally hostile to the scheme and pre-
pared to resist it stoutly. And though
it is true that the masterpieces in ques-
tion came originally from Paris, it seems
unlikely that the Louvre will be able to
establish any legal claim to them,

When NAPOLEON'S (lenerals were pil-
laging the galleries of Europe they used
as a rule to forward their spoils to Paris
and there dispose of them to the Govern-
ment for a rg¢asonable oconsideration,
In this way the authorities in Paris soon
had more acquisitions on their hands
than they could comfortably take care
of. The stress of the times led them to
turn the superfluity to political aoccount.
Hundreds of works were bestowed on
provincial cities to confirm them in their
loyalty or to reward them for special
services. The pictures were thus uncon-
ditional gifts or payments in kind, and
the title of their present holders seems
to be flawless if the stolen goods are to
be retained in France at all. Later on,
under NaroLEoON III,, a similar distribu-
tion ocourred from similar motives. It
is argued by some that the central au-
thorities, especially on the earlier occa-
sion, did yot understand the wvalue of
what they were giving away, and that
therefore the bestowal must be consid-
ered as a mistake subject to correction.
But this plea is evidently futile. For
one thing, some artists whom we rank
very high had comparatively little value
in the eyes of even the first connoisseurs
in18068. Inshort the claim of the Louvre
is almost certainly invalid in point of
law. From the point of view of art and

aig:n. however, it rests on surer !

invoke the overruling principle of the
dentralization of masterpieces. 5

It ig the part played in the discusaion
by this principle which makes it of in-
terest to us. The incompleteness of our
art collections is a real advantage in so
far as it gives us an opportunity of
profiting by the experience of others:
“ They stand for our copy, and once lavested

With all they can teach, we shall see them—*

say, surpassed, Now, no people has
had wider experience in collecting or
makes a more vital use of its collections
than the French. We shall do well to
observe then from the present instance
to what extreme lengths the French
would like to carry this principle; that
is, how much importance they attach to
it. On the other hand, the improbability
of the plan succeeding against the vested
interests opposed to it may warn us of
the danger of not acting on the prin-
ciple from the first. Once let master-
pieces get scattered and it is almost im-
possible to reassemble them. -

That they are better together no one
is likely to dispute in the abstract. Works
of art are fastidious creatures in the map-
ter of society. They make a ready re-
sponse to companions of their own kind.
They light up, as it were, and become
expansive and confidential in such sur-
roundings. But to isolate an aristo-
cratic piece in democratic surroundings
is ill advised. It may revenge itself by
casting a marring shadow over its hum-
bler mates and also by plosing up into
silence itself. Suppose—and such a sup-
position has nothing academiocal about
it in this country at the present time—
that some publioc spirited Westerner buys
a Raphael or an even rarer work. Local
patriotism might incline him to plaoce it
in the gaMery of his native city, where it
would be surrounded, one may imagine,
by Browns, Joneses and Robinsons. The
donor would be making a serious mis-
take. He would thereby reduce the
msthetio and educational value of his
Raphael to a minimum. One swallow
does not make a spring, and one isolated
masterpiece cannot create the atmos-
phere through which alone it can exer-
cise its proper influence. The Browns,
Joneses and Robinsons would bs more
or less annihilated by the intruder. The
introduction of a new, uncomprehended
standard would fill the minds of the citi-
zens with confusion. Even that which
they had would be taken away from
them. How much wiser to place the
great work in a great metropolitan mu-
seum, where it would find a harmonious
environment among its peers. There
it would be seen py vastly more people,
and besides that the average spectator
would see far more in it. Everything
would be in tone, the needful atmos-
phere would be there. Such works are
like battleships;. united in a squadron
their power far exceeds that of the units
in isolation.

There are other reasons for centraliz-
ing masterpieces. A comparative study
of them is possible only where a consid-
erablo number aregrouped together. And
then, they will probably be less exposed
to aocidents under the careful guardian-
ship of a great gallery. Moreover, in
such a place they will be accessible to the
world at large, and these pieces belong
to the whole world. To quote a writer
in the present French discussion:

“If the 'Poésle Léghre’ of PRADIER or the
‘Locusté’ of SroAroN were in Parls, the universe
would know them, but as it is it is ignorant of them,
and you cannot even get photographs of these
masterpieces. Who suspecis that Lyons [no moan
city, however] possesses a magnifioent Albrechs
Direr, or that the museum of Oriéans has twe
superb Frémlapets?!™ ‘

And then there is really no valid argu-
ment on the other side. It is desirable
and proper, of course, that minor gal-
leries should contain as much good work
as possible, but the hest is another ques-
tion. Even France, rich with the ac-
cumulations of centuries, cannot afford
to scatter her best. It is certain that
this country will never have enough of
the really best to permit of its being
dispersed with impunity.

While our collections are still in the
formative stage, then, the principle of
centralizing masterpieces cannot be toa
urgently preached. Once let Cincinnati
or Pittsburg get hold of one of these
treasures and there it will remain, Jost
to the world at large and of compara-
tively little use to its sequestrators.
Without the smallest tinge of selfishness
it may be asserted that our Metropolitan
Museum is and is likely to remain the
fittest receptacle for such works. Not
only will they there be most constantly
accessible to the greatest number, but
the golden rule in this matter is: “To
him that hath shall be given.”

The Apotheosis of Cheesequakes.

There is a commendable feature in the
huge River and Harbor bill now under
consideration in the House. “We are
trying,” said Mr. BURTON, the chairman
of the committee, “to get away from the
old dribbling policy of appropriating a
little here and a little there, and not
obtaining complete results anywhere.”
Thus the committee declined to make a
$3,000,000 appropriation to begin a $31,000,-
000 enterprise. It took the ground that
such an undertaking should be considered
by itself, and if approved the entire sum
should be provided for the completion of
the work rather than adriblet for a feeble
beginning, requiring appropriation after
appropriation to carry it on. The policy
is entirely sound.

While the pending measure provides
for expenditures amounting to $83,818,-
138, a larger sum than was ever before
called for by a similar bill, it appears to
have in it much less than usual of what
is commonly known as “pork.” Note
withstanding the immense importance
of our river and harbor work, the bill pro-
viding for it has long been regarded as
a kind of reward of merit card to Con-
gressmen who have wom recognition by
faithful subservience to the behests of
their political leaders. The custom of
the public has generally been to regard
the River and Harbor bill whepever it
made its appearance rather as a game
played by our legislators than as an im-
portant and necessary part of national
legislation. The present measure is
probably less open to the jeers and the
flings of the oynical than any of its pred-

ecessors. While it does seemi to provide !

there to dig some little stream to a depth
that will make it navigable for light
draught rowboats, very much the greater
partof itis to go where there is real need
of it.

The Mississippi River is to have nearly
$15,000,000. About the same amount is to
&0 to the connections between the Great
Lakes. OGwodly sums go to Boston, to
New York, Norfolk, Savannah, Galveston
and elsewhere to improve their harbors
and harbor entrances. About $700,000
is proposed for inland waterways along

‘the Louisiana and Texas coasts. Alaska,

Hawaii and Porto Rico are duly remem-
bered. Considering the fact that there
is an urgent clamor for some $400,000,000
for the completion of projecta already
under way and for others that are wanted,
the committee has done very well in
holding the appropriation somewhere
near onefifth of that sum.

Some interest attaches to the fact that
this single appropriation bill calls for a
sum larger than the total net ordinary
revenues of the United States for any
single year prior to 1862. Totals that
looked very large in the days of PIERCE
and BUCHANAN are to-day only the small
dust of our Treasury balances.

Uncle Remus on the Negro.

We see no occaslon for the astonish-
ment that has been aroused in this part
of the country by the eloquent and
touching tribute to the negro’s virtues
by Mr. JOEL CHANDLER HARRIS of Geor-
gia. It is by no means the first time he
has spoken to the same effect, nor is he
the only Southerner of his class who has
proclaimed similar opinions. It ought
to he perfectly well known to the entire
country that the better class of whites
dwell in peace and kindness and good
will with their colored fellow creatures,
and that practically all of the so-called
“race conflicts” are the product of an
ancient hate dating back far beyond the
civil war and involving, now as always
hitherto, no one of whom either race is
at all proud.

This is a flagrant truth which Northern
people have had the opportunity of
assimilating any time during the past
forty years. The emancipation of the
slaves, effected in reality after the.sur-
render of LER, JORNSTON and KIRrBY
SmrTH, made no change in the purely
personal relations between the freedmen
and their former masters. 'Not even the
abominable episode of reconstruction
availed to eradicate the affectionate
entente of the classes and turn them
against each other to the evil ends
of animosity and vengeance. The old
slaveholders knew that their quondam
servants and dependents were innocent
of vicious purpose. The latter under-
stood full well that when in need of help
and sympathy and pitying ministration
the former offered them their only sure
refuge and relief. No actor in this
mournful tragedy has forgotten any-
thing. No political or social transmu-
tation has changed anything so far as
these two are concerned. The quarrels
and the violent and bloody clashes of
which so much is made in our news-
papers, whether through honest ignor-
ance or malign intent, are far outside of
the philosophy of any important element
of the Southern population.

JoEL CHANDLER HARRIS tells the sim-
ple truth when he says that the negroes
of the South are moving onward, accu-
mulating property, making themselves
useful citizens and cementing the hal-
lowed tiea of respect and confidence
between the classes which represent the
South's righteousness and civilization,
In this section we concern ourselves too
much with the insignificant minority.
We accept the testimony of the “edu-
cated” few on the negro side—educated
to little more than a fruitless amattering
of vanity and conceit—and we much too

easily imagine that the Southern “crack-’

er” stands for the ideas and illustrates
the methods of the whites. No falser
or more misleading hypothesis could
be presented. The megro who typifies
violence and barbarism is one in ten
thousand. The white man who employs
the shotgun and the torch is quite as un-
important. We shower our solicitudes
on the pestiferous exception and overlook
the wholesome rule.

Uncle ReMUS knows what he is talking
about—knows it to its deepest depths.

One result of the recent wreeking of a low Corean
resort here of the American Legation
guard s twenty-five general court martlais. An
atiempt to ascertaln the names of the men ‘umy
of the outrage resulted In denial of all knowledge
of the affair by every man of the guard. —Despatch
fo Tax SUN from Pekin.

The procedurs was sminently correct:
ocou all around, and a painstak-
ing effort to identify and punish the guilty
and clear the innocent. Some of the Lega-
tion guards must have been on duty when
the wrecking was done. They may or may
not have known the rioters, but it would
be outrageous injustice to make a clean
sweep of the guard because every man
denied knowledge of the affair.

went
since
have con-

1 have heard Ita murmuring waves as thely
singing their beautitul nnc ward the Gulf
the early days of my childhood, and the
tinued to along the path of iny life and have
given me inspiration to love the beauties of nature
and admire those grandeurs and those glories
that come alone from the great creative hand of
Gop above.—From the Hon. FEIEXIRL SAMURL
CANDLER, Jr.'s, oration on the Tombigbee River.

The eloquent gentleman was born in
Florida and moved te Tishomingo county,
Miss., when he was eight years old, and
there he grew to manhood. In Tishomingo
the Tombigbee is a mers thread of water,
and it has hundreds of miles to sing on its
way to the Gulf, soon leaving Mississippi
and crossing the border into Alabama,
where its song grows louder by degrees
until it may be called a river without poetio
license. If the mseeping sources of the
Tombighee eould inspire in Mr. Canpren
such language, what an outburst
of ecstsoy there would have been had he
lived at Demopolis, where it swirls in full
flood. But the appropriation’s the thing
after all; and why are the Alabama mem-
bers mute and inglorious?

Captlaln AMUNDSSN I8 reported to be mo
well pleased with the results of his long
vigils in the neigbborhood of the north
magnetio pole that he is already planning
an expedition to the Antarctic to fix the
position of the south magnetic pole. No
one has ever been within hundreds of miles
of the south magoetic pols, and its sup-
posed position is marked on the best maps
with an interrogation peoint. It is at least
cortain that it is several hundred miles

o g

o |

i

Py

& oL .

BT € AT Y VT B
Rarely

borhood of the north magnetie pole.

a year passes thav a4 ship cannot make her
way, as the Gjda did, to the place where
Ross fixed the position of the north mag-
netic polo on the west coast of Boothia
Felix. But the south magnetic pole is
supposed to be situated in the far interior
of Victoria Land and can be reached only
by a lonk sledge journey over the inland
ice. The difculties will be intensified by
the prevailing unfavorable climatic com-
ditions in the Antarctio, the frequent
oyclonio snowstorms and lack
in the interior of animal life with whioh
to repienish food supplies. AMUNDSEN'S
south polar expedition will therefore re-
quire larger means of transportation and
greater supplies of food than were neces-
sary in Nis northern work.

The Belgians also have decided to send
out another expedition to the Antarctic.
Everything points to a speedy renewal of
geographical activity there.

The returned M. P.s are standing nobly

to canonize SWETTENHAM. SBome

of their interviews read as badly as the

Governor's humorous letter to Admiral

Davis. Evidently it was no offence in their

eyes; but they can be left to the tender
mercies of the discerning English editor.

——————

THE SALVATION ARMY'S WORK.

Its Relief and Rellglous System Sald to Be
Ineffective.

To tas Epitor or THE SUN--Sir: In THER
SuN of January 81 is an article on the work
of the Salvation Army which is rather in-
acourate and misleading. You say that the
Army last year “supplied 4,000,000 beds to
homeless wanderers.” As a matter of fact
the Army's lodging houses and institutions
of every kind ocan only accommodate 8,000
persons a night, or less than 3,000,000 a year.
And these beds are “supplied” in the same
way that the Waldorf-Astoria supplies beds
to “homeless wanderers.” If you have the
price of a bed and bath the Army, like the
Waldorf-Astoria, will take you in. Without
the price it is certainly useless to apply at
an Army hotel, for the officer in charge s
strictly prohjbited from admitting anybod
without cash in advance. The price charg
isthe same a8 in other lodging houses, from
10 to 50 cents a night.

The coal and ice “distributed” by the Army
were likewise “distributed” in the usual way of
the coal and ice trade. They were sold by the
Army's coal and ice wagons to any one who
had the price.

The 13,000 homeless children placed in the
Army’s children's homes are fictitious. The
Salvation Army maintains three homes for
children in the United States, with a total
accommodation of less than 200 beds. For
the ngujority of these children the relatives
or friends pay a fixed charge.

The story that “settlement workers in the
slums gather up families who are having a
hard time of it" and colonize them in Cali-
fornia or Colorado is absolutely untrue. 7The
Army has two colonies, not three, on which
during the last eight years :‘ total of abput
fifty families have bought land on instalments
and settled. The majority of these settlers
are country people who never lived in any
“slums.” f the city people whom the Army
persuaded to try the simple life of the farmer,
nearly all were fairly well off and in no case
deuizens of the slums. Most of them were
unable to make a Iivtnf at farming and re-
turned to the cities. Rider Haggard's report
on the Army’'s experiment shows that not
one New York fnmn{ was colonized,

The statement that the churchee are unable
to reach the poor as the Army is repo to
do is silly. Look at the congregations in
any of the Catholic churches in the tenement
distriets. (o to any mission hall and you
will find them. The Jerry McAuley's Water
Street Mission, the Bowery Mission and the
Florence Mission have done better work
among the unchurched masses and the out-
ecasts than alf the Army posts in Greater
New York.

If vou are right In the statement that only
12,000,000 people attended the meetings of
the Army last vear then it goes to show that
the unchurched masses are not crowding the
Army halle. Each of the 700 Salvation Army
corps in the United States is under orders
to conduct ten indoor meetings each week.
Phat would indicate an average attendance
of thirty-three persons, inoluding the Army's
own members, at each meeting. In Greater
New York the Army maintains twenty-two
corps. On the basis of the average atten-
dance of thirty-three tha Salvation Army
has a nightly congregation of less than 1,000,
inelnding its own soldiers, in the five bor-
ourhs of New York eity . C. B

New York, February 2.

Activity of the Grand Army of Boswelljans,

To THE Forror or Tus SUN--Sir: The ancedote
narrated in Boswell's “Johnson" concerning which
Charlton Yarnall Inquires in a letter in to-day's
SUN Is te be found in Vol, 1T, page 145, of Birkbeck
Hill's edition, under date 1770, and it is as follows:
“Mueh tnquiry having been made concerning &
gentleman, who had quitted a company where
Johnson was, and no information being obtained:
at last Johnson observed, that ‘he did pot care to
speak !l of any man behind his back, but he be-
lleved the gentleman was an attorney.' *

WiILMINGTON, Del,, February 1. €. L. WasD,

Not to duplicate replles substantlaily the same,
the following are selected and condensed:

Herbert Henshaw of Bpookiyn Informs Mr.
Yarnall that the remark of Johnson about attorneys
occurs in the materia) furnished to Boswell by the
Rev. Dr. Maxwell of Falkland, pertaining to the
year 1770, when Boswell was In Scotland and did
not see Johnson at all. "

A Yale student refers Mr. Yarnall to page 420 of
Volume I. of the Henry Frowde adition, used in the
Yale classrooms.

The Free Library of Philadelphia writes that the
anecdote may be found on page 108 of “Johnson-
iana,” London, Bell & Sons, 1880, where Johnson is
reported by Mrs, Plozsl as making the remark about
lawyexs.

Wwilliem H. Wood of New York refers Mr, Yamall
to page 157 of an edition published In 1%7 by Thomas
Whittaker, where the story appears in a chapter
of what Boswell called “Collootanea ™

"Tenth New Jersey” sends Mr. Yarnall to the foot
of page 145 of Volume 11, of G. B. HII's edition,
published by the Harpers in 1801 and this corre-
spondent chides the Boswelllan Inquirer for not
Bunting there the passage himself instead of troub-
ling a good natured newspaper,

Horace Chittenden of Burlington, Vt., has made
“a rather careful search” In Boswell and |Is inclined
10 belleve the anecdote i3 not there. He polnts
out the fact that Dr. Johnson “was something of a
lawyer himself and frequently alded Boswell in his
practice as a barrister.”

These are a few of many. It Is evident that
Boswell's “Johnson,” If not among the best sellers,
is still among the best readers,

Bitter Cry of the Pedestrian,

To e EOrTor or THR SUN-—Sir: I8 there not
a law compelling property holders or lessees to
keep the sidewalks in front of thelr premises free
from lce or snow &t a certain time after snow
or siect has stopped coming down?! Are not the
police supposed 1o enforce it?

I have been In New York more than forty years.
My present business compels much walking, and
never have I seen Anything quite so bad as the
sldewalksarenow. It would take six pages of this
paper, 1 guess, to point out the streets which were
in such a bad condition as to make walking thrice
as laborious as nced be were the ordinances ob-
served or If man had more feeling for Als fellow-
man (or woman) J. E. MuNTHOLE,

New Yomk, February 1.

The Hawkins River.
Lem Hawkins sprang a kitchen leak,
And as he watched the crawling rill,
Before his troubled mind arose
The vision of & plumber's bill,
Whereat he cursed his star so Il

It trickled from behind the siak,
Mecandered toward the pantry door,
Then changed ita mind and turned around

To form a pool upon the floor,
A spreading puddie, nothing more.

And then an inspiration cdme;
He left the stream without & word
And hastening o bis ressman
Right earnestly with hitm comferred,
TIU hope and joy his bosom stirred,

Behold, the Pork bill In its et
Two million dollars set aside

To dredge the Hawkins River ous,,
And make 1t long, and make it wide,
And put some waler In for tde.

And so when Uncle Sam Is done
The Mississippl will look cheap,
And up Lem Mawking' kitchen leak
The navies of the world shall sweep
And ride at anchor on Its deep.

NMoLANDBURGS WRLSON,
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VUATIONS oF "4 Fom-
EIGNER,

| ——— Vo ity

T reproduced a short time ago some fan-
ciful remarks on this country by a Euro-
pean visitor. The sight of himself in print
has evoked a longish letter from him, for
which, as he bas not marked it private, he
is perhaps reconciled to a similar fate. He
writes:

“I try to console myself for having
talked aloud (unawares) about America
by remembering that one of your
strongly mdrked traits is a lave of pub-
licity. In this respect one might call the
United States the Greece of to-day, if it
were .not absurd to compare your mighty
continent to so small acountry. The trait
is, perbaps, most visible in the West, though
one may peroelve it also In New York, es-
pecially on the West Side.

*Your titanio hotels, in which, all things
pitality is shown to outsiders than to guesta,
and which as a rule are entirely walled with
plate glass on the first floor, so that one
bas the advantage of eating, seeing one’s
friends and transacting one's business
under shelter without being deprived of
the full audience of the streets; your unen-
closed gardens, which are apparently kept
open on solemn democratic principles—at
least, while I was in one town a newly
erected garden fence was pulled down with
an urgent caution to the owner not to
stick either it or himself up again—and,
then, your attitude toward the publication
of your private affaire in the press; which
seems to amount to an admission that yow
have no legitimately private affairs: these
are some of the indications of that Greek
quality in your national life, that publio
sociability, which cannot fall to impress
every visitor.

“I alluded before to the democratic eman--
oipation of your women, but (apparently)
without dwelling on ite brighter aspects.
Let me say now that an English woman
of discernment, who has been married
for several years in your country, assured
me that ‘cattishness’ was unknown among
your women—that they do not, either ex-
plicitly or slyly, snub one another after the
manner of the Old World, When I sub-
mitted this dictum to an American lady
she exclaimed: ‘Oh!" and then rather pro-
vokingly stopped herself. The ‘Oh!" I
must oonfess, sounded like an exclama-
tion of surprise; but, after all, one ocould
hardly expeot such a difference to be more
than com tive. My further inquiries
quite confirmed the idea that American
women are less cattish, at all events, than
European women. It is a great thing for
one section of the community to enjoy this
comparative peace within its borders!
The blessing comes, I suppose, from the
superior position of the sex in America,
European men ars not cattish—because
they aren't held under. Whether in course
of time cattishness may become a male
quality among you is too remete a question
to Invite serious consideration—though
one might, perhaps, observe that emanci-
pation shows a tendency to carry your
women rather higher than mere equality.
8o long ago as 1850 Lord Lytton, author
of ‘Lucile,’ who was then an attaché at
Washington, wrote home: ‘The women are
the oligarchy of this country.’ Of many
symptoms of this female tendency none
seems more significant than the report
I have just heard that a prominent Ameri-
can is about to propose a tax on old maids.
Taxes on bachelors have been suggested
in Europe, but it has never ooourred to
us to hold the other sex as delinquent
and responsible for celibacy. Surely this
is a remarkable tribute to the elevation of
your women!

“Oneof my notes, by thebye, I have hardly
known whether to classify under ‘Suprem-
aoy of American Women,’ or under ‘Ameri-
can Optimism." Itmayserveasa transition
from one subject to the other. In a variety
theatre in one of your large cities I was able
to. enjoy the conversation of two men be-
hind me. One had a happy, buoyant nature
and praised every ‘turn’ glowingly; the
other was more reserved. Presently a
chorus ballet came on. - The sanguine man
roused my envy by his facile enthusiasm,
‘Gee! Ain't that a dandy bunoh? Ain't
that great? Say, Jim, which of them do
you like best?” ‘Oh, well,’ sald the other,
‘they're a bit too old for' my taste.' ‘Get
along!" cried the first, indignantly. ‘What
are you kicking at now? Why, there ain’t
a girl among them over forty!

“American buoyancy may not always rise
to this pitch, but its manifestations are
numerous and unmistakable. One thing,
however, rather pussied me. If you are
8o cheerful, why do you need so many ex-
hortations to oheerfulness? I saw printed
cards advising the public to smile, not to
worry, and so on, inelevators, hotel offices,
barbers’ shops, private houses. T scarcely
know, indeed, where 1 didn't see them,
to say nothing of the advertisements
of magazines and books as ooncen-
trated essences of uplifting sunshine.
This was in a parlor in Wyoming: ‘Why not
smile? It costs no more than scowling, and
brings in mlch larger returns.’ At a fair
in the same town a show was placarded:
‘A thousand dollar smile for five cents!
Your money returned if it comes off within
a week!" I was told that one of your, chief
religious sects owes its popularity largely
to the abundant smile with which worship-
pers issue from its Sunday morning ser-
vioes. And, theh, I have just received an
assortment of Christmas cards from New
York. I sent for them, wishing to have
something novel to distribute my
friends here, but unfortunately I oould not
use more than one or two of them. All
are hortatory and seek to propagate smil-
ing. One begins:

You might as well keep smiling,
, For there aln't a bit of sense
In fidgeting and riling.
* Another:
As life is short, "tis my bellet
We'd better make a truce with grief.

*Another:

There ain's no use in frettin’, .

“In another of similar tenor the couplet
ocours:

Smiles at dinner are the way
For a lusclous swallow

*Nearlyallof them make grave innuendoes
against the recipient’s character. One
begins, for instance:

Did you tackle that trouble that came ynur way
With a resolute heart?
*Another:
I you must keep thinking,
Choose the Good to think abous;
“Twill start the Bad te shrinking,
And shove your troubles ous.

*Another:

Good nature Is quite ecatching,
But then it is a virlue,

Socatch lLstrong, and bave it long;
Its symptoms will not hurt you!

“What kind of compliments of the season
are these, to tell one’s friend on Christmas
morning that his ‘bad’ needs shrinking,
or that a little more good nature will do
him no harm? All the cards were beautifully
printed and colored, and quite expensive,
according to our modest ideas. Imagind
my mortiflcation at not being able to send
three-quarters of them any further thanmy
waste paper basket.

“Knowing the acuteness of your senseof

, which could not possibly overlook
Christmas mes-
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.tion comes up:

o &Y ' T
calling the notices \n elevators, barbarg’
shops, &c., T have been driven to the cop.

clusion that there really exists in yoy,
oountry a need of such exhortations whigl
is not felt elsewhere. And this in spite of
your superior air of cheerfulness! Wa

not the leagt cheerful of men, Beaumurchgis
confessed that he laughed ‘for fear o
orying.’ You may be a nation of Beay.
marchais, which in my opinion any natign
might be proud to be. But, then, tlie queg.
‘What special reasony
have you, with all your prosperity, for
orying?

“Instead of trying to answer that t klinh
question, let me pass on to the Americay
type.

“Wherever Iwent I heard the word ‘type
Oftenest, perhaps, in the newest puris u
talking could create the thing, the Califon
nians, Coloradans, &c., would havo typey
of the most emphatic kind. A S.otoh.
woman who had lived twelve years in 4
New Joersey town was asked l[iow she
liked Ameri ‘Well,' she answered, ‘[
haven't met any yet.” A European iy
naturally prone at first to recognize fg.
miliar though transplanted Europeir types,
than to peroeive the something new added
here which is strange to him. lven i
the third and fourth generations he seey
plainly enough something which he hag
known as Swedish, or Scotch, or 1taliun, op
German. He feels as if he was al a mas.
querade , where every one is dresead
up as an Uncle Sam or an Aunt Sumuelina,
and he is always expecting them to drop
the disguise and be themselves agiin. How.
ever, after a while he begins to detect the
‘novum quid.’ He perceives that they are
Bwedes, Beots, &o.—with a difference. [
believe that no one has yet defined this
difference very accurately. To inyselt
some of ite physioal insignia seem 1 ha g
certain intentness of the eye and a cortain
mobile sinuosity of the mouth, suggestive
of conocentration of purpose on the one hand
and of adaptability on the other. May [
suggest as another feature of your men.
tal type a hitherto unrealized rcomhi.
nation of juvenility withagedness? Though
you have the eagerness and energy of vouth,
there is surely something oldish alont you,
Such qualities of youth as simplicity and
naiveté are anything but American, are
they not?

*One of the cleverest contemporary wri.
ters in France, Maurice Barrés, tried to show
in his ‘Déracinés’ that uprooting peopls
and transplanting them even from one sida
of Franoe to the other was productive of
the gravest moral troubles; he even in.
cluded a tendency to murder among the con.
sequences. Well, that you are an uprooted,
transplanted people is evidently one of the
basal facts of your national life. Fventhe
comparatively old settlers in the East have
inlarge numbers fallen back again in(o this
class through migration to the Far West,
And though, of course, your experiment
falsifies Barréa's extreme’ conolusions, it is
clear enough that deracination must have
far reaching consequences of some kind,
Perhaps the mixture of youth with eld may
beone of them. Transplanting rejuvenates,
but uprooting may have an aging influence,
After all, ‘antiquitas seculi, juveniu
mundi. Back here, in Europe, lie the
deep soils waterad by the springs of na-
tional youth. Your immigrants are cur off
from the true founts of their racial adoles-
cence. The old folk at home are also ina
way, I think, younger than them. Com-
pare a native Briton or Italian with an
American, and can you doubt it? Fence,
perbaps, that cheerfulness of yours,
which nevertheless needs piok-me-upe.
New surroundings exhilarate, but asepara-
tion from old associations is wearing in the
end—even to the second and third, though
all unconscious, generations.

“On the other hand, this should he a
more or less temporary symptom. Youare
a new nation now, rather than a young
one. But the roots are striking deeper
all the time, Is it to be your happy destiny
to grow younger as you grow older?”

W.A G,

A Man of Genlus and His Famil).

To AR EDITOR oF TRE SUN—Sir: Now
that Bret Harte's daughter Jessamy Mre
Frederio Dorr Steele) has been taken from
the poorhouse in Portland, Me., by stran-
gers and is to have a theatrical benefit here
given by persons whose only interest in her
is due to the fact that she is the daughter
of the author, one of whose stories in drama.
tized form is now being produced in this city,
it is time the truth were told about this cele.
brated author, whose writings have caused
him to be surrounded with a halo.

However great Bret Harte was as a wriler

of California eclassics, however beautiful his
stories of early Jife in the Golden West are,
his treatment of kis family was =imply
contemptible. For twenty vyears or mora
before his death he lived in London in ease,
receiving a large and steady income from
the sale of his writings.
“ All this time his wife and two daughters
were lving in Plainfield, N )., struggling
to keep up appearances and to make hoth
ends meet. Letters from the coelehrated
father and husband were few and far hetween,
and remittances came still leas froqueniiv,
What a bitter thing it is for those wln are
refined, educated and well horn to put un a
fight against poverty! And wtill the hrave
mother and her daughters wera never heard
by their friends to utter a harsh word agninst
the husband and father who had taken him-
self out of their life and who lived in rase
among the Mterary lights of Londen So far
as the outside world ever knew, Mrs Harte,
Jessamy and Ethel looked upon their father
a5 a wonderful man and one of America’s
greatest writers. The daughters were hrought
up to revere him, while the mother jore her
sorrow in silence.

Why Bret Harte deserted his fam an
cruelly—for it can be called nothing lvss (han
desertion—is a mystery. No doubt in vears
to come it will be laid to the eccentricitios of
genius. Never once, after going abroad lute
in the "708 or early in the Sos,did Bret Harte
return to his native land or did his v /e and
daughters visit him. After his death in Ion-
don a few yedrs ago Mrs. MHarte urd 1t
youngest daughter went abroad, horoe b
might have left something that would ik
their life a little smoother. But the o
had left nothing. Instead of getting a 10
on his books from his publishers e
received a stated sum annually, »
income ended with his death. All 10111
family was the memory of a man lo
a3 great by all except those who knew

Bret Harte also had two sons, bur 1
able to take care of themselves, and
more for the mother and the two i« «ro
ing up to womanhood than their fa' or evor
did. They left home years ago, and
is in this country, so far as forin.:
know. At last accounts Mrs. i
Ethel, who went to Londnn after Hirot |
death and were discovered living in |« ¥
were the benefliciaries there of a fund ex'ale
lished by such prominent authors .« (&t
Parker, Conan Doyle, George Mered
Anthony Hepe Hawkins.

Does it not seem strange that an »
whose fine mind and seemingly inspi
could blend love, sentiment, pathos and !
as Bret Harte has done ir, “Mliss,” "1 he |
of Roaring Camp,” “Salony Jane's I ‘=
many other stories could be so brutal !
his own flesh and blood?

NEWw York, February 2
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To Feed the Birds.

70 YHE PDITOR OF THE SUN—Str:  For the
fit of the birds and to answer the Inqulry of
fet me say that 1o feed the birds with sue. a |«
not necessary. Simply run a stout plece of n
shrough & good solld plece of suet or beef, orta ~ 4
beety boneand tle a string to ltandatiach Ittoa
The blrds will fnd it, sod [ koow.ibat “Anoe Easrel
will dertve lots of pleasure 1o watghlng then i
ng away. . G. D, Clo i

PraxxviuLs, Conn., Jauuary 8L
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